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- Study ‘commissions as recently as
last year considered acd then rejectad .
the icen.of a land-tased small missile;” e
Sﬂﬁng.th@mponmddbetoovuln&-g o
able.” Proponents-now ‘say, however; .. :
that ‘technolegical advances make a 7 ;
small missile feasible, & 2Asks R
- -Advocates of the small missils eoner "

tend: further-that ‘since the-missile

Forces: is. considering recommendmg - would carry only one.warhead 2
developmentof a small intercontinental; e would presumably replace several ex.: - :
missile. witlt a- singla -warhead. thar’ 7 - Isting missiles that bave multiple war.: - Tt

heads, the wsapan should reduce Soviet:
-jconcerns  about' an American first.
- At the same time, however, commis. . -. ;.
;- 8lon ‘members whe’may ‘support-the } =~
o missile’s development “also feel the
arlarger MX missile, with its 10 warheads.
*+that ean be.almed at mﬂeggnt targets,
{sshould be still be deployed.They argue
futhe MX is needed to attain parity with
ha Soviet lagd-based ‘missile forces and to
¥.85 a.means of pressing Moscow for
.‘comprorises’in the strategic arms Ie-
A ductions talks, & ¥4 £ s x
iis.The small “infercontinental - missile
o= was called SICM in some previous Pen.-
1 tagon - studies and -“Midgetman® in
d others. The past studles said it. would
- take nearly 3,500 SICMs to equal the de-.

37 structive power of 20MX missil

couid ba deployed in specialiy armor=d
‘carriers, according to sources close to:
fthepanel.ic e L g 2 ln )
% They sald.this would be in addition tp -2
‘recommending ‘that the proposed MX
mlssilubeplaeedinmdsﬂngsnos.‘r:} ¥
+~The-sources sald .the small missile
could be driven around military bases;
in the armored vehicles or carried to«
diffevent bases by helicoptar, :... ..~

. Thearmoring and design of the carrt..
ers, said to be a dramatic breakthrough-
mobility, would supposedly allow ther
missiles to survive a first strike- by

e

Ky

Sovietnuclear weapons.© - ..« . ey
. Besides carryiug a single . muclear-
'warhead to the MCX's 10, ths new missile -.-
would be about half as tall as the 71-foo -
MX and welgh 22,000 pounds to th
largeruﬁssﬁd;lso,ooopounda: i

Elmhqcodforhnell. S
. Thell_-memberpamlwaschmenlas_t
month to: examine not cnly a basirg’
plan but-also to-review the entire pro-.
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2ui<» Panél members and key Administra.
&7tion offictals are-known to be keenly
+:aware that another failure to- find a
7 land-based intercoptinental missile ac.’
. ceptable to Congresswill jeopardize dew

gram toi modernize the United States': s-ploymentglany newmissile inthe com-
strategic - 113 goal i3 to develop Ao BYCAM S TR S P
a package to correct what many mili -fy;;;flh\;sé ac:,f &dm t:‘ the s:lnrc%s,' xmos;

experts say are’'weaknesses in the i maembers of the panel are already lean:
s s apldid that Would bs sccep 4 ing against ths closely packed basing

& method, which T%ongzessm ; rejtfact;d last
o .2 year anyway. The theory of that so-
Administration and Cangress, %, % : ,‘,“‘?Zalled densa"f'pack"basll—nyg was that
3:bunching the misslles would causs at.
Yitacking warheads todestroy each other.
.. Most panel members are also said to
-~ have excluded resurrecting Carter Ad-

Reagan-~is expecaed -to-make new ¥ ministration plans forshuttling the mis-
proposals to-Congress after March 1: sesllesbetweenshelters. --: . .- Tk

i1~ These plans faltered on ‘grounds of | .
is_politics, costand feasibllity, -~ -.. .5 .:

‘conmected with the study of the mobile -
t#» - The only recent {dea that seems to

'missile are sald to be urging 3 delay fn— .

both reports so that they can further-- - : #{r have attained some support in the panel
study technical aspects of the small .-~ - it§ 13 for the MX to be carried by a spe-
missile Idea and consult with key legis- .« T
lators. .yl NI, LT
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posed to:this because it fear that it -
would mean thaesdoftheMX, 5.’ - -

£+ A consgpsus_13:sald to be

.wil!ﬂnthep‘anehhit,!dramwpackage'f:-

j$o gain a majority in Congress, it must ...

‘be ‘acceptable to.the- Air Force, tq
concerned

Democrats and Republicans ¢

that any land-based missile s vulner- ~ |
nd to those concerned about arms

able and to those cancerned about
control... ; e kR e e

L Whileths Alz éxpected

Alr Foresisnot

like theidea of bearing the costof anen- *-
tirely new missils, some pane) mem.
bers have indicated that theservicewill * |

getting the-
MX, which it does not want to lose be-"
the latest in x‘njssne;;.

go'along If it is assured of
cause it embodies

= Broad Baeking Expectsd .
_Among
Jhave been Representative Albert Gore

-~

Jr., Democzat of Tennesses, and Wil. AN,
vehicles as trucks

liam Van Cleavs, i conservative strats-
.glc. thinker, The missile’s appeal to.
arms control - proponents les: in - its
{ promise_of ‘ultimatsly- renlacing mis.
slles equipped with multiple warhsads
and thus’ sharply’reducing the total
number: of “warheads, They say the
fewer! the number ‘of ‘warheads, the

for the single-warhead missile, °
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1ally bullk lang Oying arcrats. B the, - Proposed
‘Air Fores cantinues 4p be op- -
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: small missile :
5 Isapproximate, basedonpast .-, . ;-
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the plan's supporters to.dats .

attack, The.missiles could not be dis-
- patched on raliways and highways for

greater: the  stability. between - the
powers ‘and the less likely the chances
-1t '13 also potentially attractive-to
those 'worried about'what Presidemt
Reagan hag called a “window of vulner-
ngty,” it it can be shown to be feast.
L T AN it

. Past expert committees rejected the

idea of putting missiles on such ground
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»_The - pppos

. have a thick armored.shell, a low sil-

- to demonstrgte that . the -vehicle and

mmwbrxnmi.'p».s.m_:_

and trains because
they felt the carriers could not be kept
on military reservations and survive an

fear of accidents or attacks by terror-

iste, :“ % - Vet e T
ed - , 'f that
would overcoms these obstacles ig the
design of a vehicle that Pen‘;agnn ofil.
cials call the “Armadillo.” It- would

houette, and the ability to anchor itselt
into the ground. In theory, this would
prevent it from being overturned by the
blastof a nuclear explosion: #.5. .+ .-

Even 50, technicians would also have

.,

& RIS T RO
LRSI I ] KRR FER SRR W /T
missile’ ‘could 'svirvive the' heat' and
radiation of 8 nuclear attack. The ke
would ba to,make the vehicle ditficult
ior Soviet satellites to track, If the mill-
tary reservation on which the missilas
roamed was larga enough, according to !
this theory, the Russians would haveto|
wasta a prohibitively high' number-of:
warheads to try to destroy them; *:; 3t
" Some’ -techniclans say: additional
satety for Armadillo could be provided |
by maiing it light enough to ba trans.
ported by hellcopters, - 1.l =2ing - 4
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